
This brochure is designed to inform you whether or not your 

vehicles are in compliance with the Indianapolis/Marion 

County Revised Code. 

Revised: January 2016 

 

1.  Revised Code. You can view the entire Indian-

apolis/Marion County Revised Code online at 

www.municode.com. 

2.  Vehicles. Any vehicle deemed abandoned un-

der IC 9-22-1 of the Indiana State Code  can be 

towed. 

3.  License Plates. Any vehicle on your property, 

not located inside a garage, that does not have 

a valid license plate is considered in violation of 

the Revised Code.  

4.  Towing.  Any vehicle towed from public or pri-

vate property will be at the owner’s expense. 

5. Violations. Failure to comply may result in cita-

tions, a court appearance, and fines up to 

$2,500. 

 

Examples of inoperable vehicles: 

 Any vehicle (car, truck, RV, etc.) without a 

valid license plate and not stored in a garage. 

 Any vehicle with one or more flat tire(s). 

 Any vehicle, where a front windshield is re-

quired, is missing or heavily damaged. 

 Any vehicle that is otherwise unable to be 

driven on a public street due to mechanical 

problems. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

 

To report an ordinance violation or  

neighborhood concern: 

 

By Phone: (317) 327-4MAC (4622) 

Go Online: Indy.gov/RequestIndy  

Mobile App: RequestIndy (iPhone/Android) 

Department of Code Enforcement 
 

Driving public safety and improving quality of life in 
the City of Indianapolis / Marion County through 
the strategic application of civil code regulation, 
and the efficient and effective administration of: 
 

  PERMITS 
 

  LICENSES 
 

  INSPECTIONS 

 
For a complete list of services and resources, visit 
us online, in person or give us a call! 

 
LOBBY HOURS: 

 
Mon, Tue, & Thu: 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
 
Wed:                      12:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
 
Fri:                           9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
 
Sat, Sun & Holidays:                       Closed 

 
 

Questions regarding case history, permits, reports 
and  enforcement? Visit the Citizen Access Portal  

Indy.gov/dce/research.  
  
  

 Like Us On Facebook /IndyDCE 
  
 Follow Us On Twitter @IndyDCE 
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INOPERABLE &  
ABANDONED  
VEHICLES 

REPAIR • SELL  

DONATE • JUNK  

STORE • OR LICENSE IT  

1200 S Madison Ave., Suite 100 Indianapolis, IN 46225 

Phone:(317) 327-8700 • Fax:(317) 327-8696  

www.Indy.gov/dce 



1.   A motor vehicle, racing vehicle, recreational 

vehicle, trailer, camper, boat, airplane, bus, 

truck, or similar vehicle from which a re-

moved engine, transmission or differential 

parts or that is otherwise partially dismantled 

or mechanically inoperable. 

2. Or any motor vehicle, racing vehicle, recrea-

tional vehicle, trailer, camper, boat, airplane, 

bus, truck, or similar vehicle, which cannot be 

driven, towed or hauled on a city street with-

out being subject to the issuance of a traffic 

citation by reason of its operating condition or 

the lack of a valid license plate. 

 

Abandoned vehicle: A vehicle that is at least 

three (3) model years old, mechanically inopera-

ble, and left on private property visible from pub-

lic property for more than 20 days or left for more 

than 48 hours on private property without the 

property owner’s consent  can be considered 

abandoned and towed. (IC 9-22-1) 

WHAT IS AN INOPERABLE VEHICLE?  Sec. 611-203. Certain vehicle declared a pub-

lic nuisance. 

 

The following vehicles hereby are declared to be 

a public nuisance: 

  

 1.  Any vehicle parked or left standing unattend-

ed upon any street or public place in the city 

in violation of any of the provisions of this 

Code or of any statute of the state. 

 2.  Any vehicle known to have been stolen or 

wrecked and left standing on any street or 

public place, or any vehicle the operator of 

which is unable to move such vehicle by rea-

son of his or her incapacity from injury or ar-

rest. 

 3.  Any inoperable vehicle that is stored, main-

tained, or kept in violation of Section 621-127 

of this Code, and is not the property of a 

member of the armed forces of the United 

States who is on active duty assignment. 

 4.  Any vehicle upon which there is a police 

force hold or which has been involved in four 

(4) or more violations of traffic or parking ordi-

nances of the city for which notices of traffic 

or parking violations have been issued pursu-

ant to this chapter, which notices of traffic or 

parking violations have not been paid, pre-

sented for compromise payment or slated 

into court pursuant to this chapter, is hereby 

declared to be a public nuisance. 

 

Sec. 621-127. Inoperable vehicle on private 

property.  

 

 1.  It shall be a violation of this Code to store, 

maintain, or keep any inoperable vehicle out-

doors on private property in a zoning district, 

the provisions of which do not specifically 

permit such a use. A person’s first and sec-

ond violations of this section in a twelve-

month period shall be subject to admission of 

violation and payment of the designated civil 

penalty through the ordinance violation 

bureau in accordance with Chapter 103. A per-

son’s third and subsequent violations in a twelve-

month period shall be subject to the enforcement 

procedures and penalties in section 103-3 of this 

code. 

REPAIR IT: Have the vehicle repaired at an auto 

repair garage. 

 

SELL IT: Sell the vehicle before the date you are 

required to have it removed. (Do this by placing 

classified ads, etc., NOT by putting signs on the 

vehicle.) 

 

DONATE IT: The Salvation Army and The Volun-

teers of America are two non-profit organizations 

that accept vehicles as donations, as well as, 

several others. 

 

JUNK IT: Salvage (Junk) yards are listed in the 

Yellow Pages under Automobile Wrecking.  Sal-

vage dealers and will often pay you for your vehi-

cle. However, depending on the condition of your 

vehicle, you may have to pay to have it removed 

from your property. You must have a clear title to 

the vehicle. 

 

STORE IT: Move the vehicle into your private 

garage or to a legal storage facility completely 

out of public view. 

 

LICENSE IT: This can be done at your local Bu-

reau of Motor Vehicles (BMV). 

WHAT CAN I DO? 


